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Wikipedia & Internet Cyber Bullies 

Editorial from Robert James 14.June.2012 

A few days after winning the court ruling in the DSN –v- Robert James case, I was warned that 

some nasty retaliation was being planned by a small group of the Tibet andesine perpetrators 

and their friends. This has, indeed, happened. Rather than wringing our hands, rattle our sabers 

or threaten with lawyers, none of which it turns out would have any impact, we are going to do 

what we always do…put the truth out there and let it stand on its own merits. 

Perhaps the most malicious of the attacks is the hijacking of the ISG page on Wikipedia. In the 

past we have let our graduates write the Wikipedia page as that is the best source for the true 

story of the quality of the ISG (or any school’s) programs. But this small group of attackers have 

hijacked our Wikipedia page and inserted a lot of nastiness that is not only false, but very 

malicious in intent and content. And when our group tries to go in and edit the nastiness out, 

we get banned and called “vandals”. Now please consider that the actual graduates of the ISG 

program are not allowed to edit the page, but this small group of attackers are allowed to post 

up this malicious content and are protected by the Wikipedia monitors.  

Given the voracity of this attack, we thought we would go in and check out the history of 

Wikipedia to share with anyone who reads this page now and thinks this is the real story of the 

ISG. Here is what we found starting with two examples of famous people who have endured 

the same attacks the ISG is now enduring: 

Ron Livingston sues over ‘malicious’ gay attacks on Wiki 

“Actor Ron Livingston (Office Space) is suing an alleged hacker who keeps changing his Wikipedia 

biography to say he’s in a gay relationship. Livingston, who earlier this year married actress Rosemarie 

DeWitt, claims a mystery internet bandit has been relentlessly changing his Wiki page to say he’s in a 

relationship with a man named Lee Dennison, a claim he says is false and “malicious.” Read Here 

And the most famous attack on John Seigenthaler as reported by USAToday: 

A false Wikipedia 'biography' 

“This is a highly personal story about Internet character assassination. It could be your story.  

I have no idea whose sick mind conceived the false, malicious "biography" that appeared 
under my name for 132 days on Wikipedia, the popular, online, free encyclopedia whose 
authors are unknown and virtually untraceable. “ Read Here 

And the problems do not stop with malicious personal attacks. Because anyone can post 
anything on Wikipedia, the pages are used to spread internet viruses due to the lack of controls 
by the Wiki staff. 

http://www.lgbtqnation.com/2009/12/ron-livingston-sues-over-malicious-gay-attacks-on-wiki/
http://www.usatoday.com/news/opinion/editorials/2005-11-29-wikipedia-edit_x.htm
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C|NET News 

A Wikipedia page has been used by hackers in an attempt to spread malicious code. Read 

Here 

And from the History News Network: 

Wikipedia—The Dumbing Down of World Knowledge 

Jay Leno probably said it best a few weeks ago when he joked that when Wikipedia's 

servers briefly went down for some three hours, it left the world without a source for false 

and erroneous information.  But many in our information-driven society believe it is no 

joke. A growing community of the informed believes that Wikipedia, the constantly-

changing knowledge base created by a global free-for-all of anonymous users, now stands 

as the leading force for the dumbing down of world knowledge.  If Wikipedia's almost 

unstoppable momentum continues, critics say, it threatens to quickly reverse centuries of 

progress in the sharing of verifiable knowledge with its highest aspiration being genuine 

fact.  In its place would be a constant cacophony of fact and falsity that Wikipedia's critics 

call a “law of the jungle.” Read Here 

 

 

For those of you who are interested, below is what the Wikipedia page said before the 

retaliatory attacks: 

Original ISG Wikipedia page: 

The ISG is the only insurance industry certified school that offers a program in both 

gemology and insurance appraisal. It offers the world's only course in the Identification of 

Synthetic Gemstones, in addition to Introduction to Watches, Pearls, Diamonds, Colored 

Gem Identification, Colored Gem Grading, Evaluating Damaged Jewelry and Jewelry 

Insurance Appraisal. 

The ISG is a certified Continuing Education provider for the Texas Department of 

Insurance, Illinois Department of Insurance and others. With licensed Property and 

Casualty Insurance Adjusters on staff the ISG assists with Special Investigations Unit 

(SIU) insurance investigations of high value jewelry claims in the US and Europe. 

The ISG currently has over 1800 students in 55 countries world-wide through their 

Classroom At Home program. The course materials are delivered through the internet and 

as DVD Video Study Lectures sent to the student. Practical exams are required world-

wide. 

 As far as the bogus website established to attack our original www.YourGemologist.com 

website I can only, once again, offer the truth of that situation. 

The bogus website has been set up anonymously, like an ambush attack from the darkness. The 

perpetrators are cowards, so afraid of being confronted with their seedy attack that they are 

http://news.cnet.com/2100-7349_3-6132733.html
http://news.cnet.com/2100-7349_3-6132733.html
http://hnn.us/articles/125437.html
http://www.yourgemologist.com/
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afraid to put their name on the site. The site is registered in Panama, by a registrar in the 

Bahamas, and hosted by servers in Iceland who advertises that people can get totally 

anonymous website hosting with them. The only reason for anyone to put up a website and be 

that careful to hide their identity is if they have provided false and malicious information on the 

site.  

If these folks were truly trying to solve a harm to the industry as they claim, they would put it 

on the table and support their claim with evidence and facts. Instead, they hide like cowards 

and take cheap shots from the bushes. Bullies and cowards. 

They have not attacked Robert James or the ISG; they have attacked a world-wide group of 

folks who are trying to regenerate life into this industry that is in serious trouble. They have 

attacked the knowledge, efforts and work of the ISG Community around the world. But here is 

what I want these bullies to know: 

The ISG is not an internet website or a Wikipedia page. Your attacks are cowardly and 

malicious; but you have grossly missed your mark because you don’t understand the nature 

of the ISG. 

We are a world-wide group of grass roots members of this industry. We don’t need internet 

sites or Wikipedia pages. We only need each other. 

We advertise very little because we don’t have to. 98% of our new students come to us by word 

of mouth recommendations by our graduates and other professionals in the industry. These 

recommendations are based on the quality of our program, not the volume of our advertising. 

That is something that money cannot buy, and no amount of advertising can create.  

That is something that a hijacked Wikipedia page and malicious website cannot stop.  

You bullies…..have wasted your time. As one of my friends commented: 

“Son como las serpientes se esconden en la hierba, silbando en voz alta, pero demasiado 

miedo para luchar contra la mangosta” (They are like snakes hiding in the grass, hissing loudly, but 

too afraid to fight the mongoose) 

I could not have said it better myself. 

Robert James 

President, International School of Gemology 

PS: To learn more about the mongoose, Read Here. To learn more about the dangers of 

internet cyber bullying please Read Here. 

©2012 YourGemologist LLC and Robert James. ALL RIGHTS RESERVED. We welcome 

sharing…and caring…throughout the industry as long as all copyrights are left intact. 

http://www.cracked.com/article_18860_6-animals-that-just-dont-give-f2340k.html
http://www.cyberbullyalert.com/blog/2008/10/stories-of-cyber-bullying/

